Greetings to all
My name is Maria Christopoulou
I am a speech language pathologist, a professor at the European
university of Cyprus in the Speech Department for the last 12 years. I live
in Cyprus and I have dedicated my professional life for the last 40 years
into building awareness for the profession of SLP being one of the first
SLP on the island of Cyprus who started the profession and build it up to
where it is today.
I have been an active member not only of IALP but of the Association of
Registered SLPs of Cyprus, the Panhellenic Association of Logopedics,
President of the Council of International Fellowship (CIF international),
twice president of the Rotary Club Nicosia, one of the first women
entering the club, and for the last 10 years offer my services as the
chairperson for Youth development and Leadership programs for the
District.
I am also an active member of the Autism Spectrum Disorder committee
of the International Association of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (IALP) and the Representative of Small Countries on IALP
trying to bring together the small countries’ delegates to increase
awareness.
Part of my initial contribution to ASD committee and community has
been my active involvement in World Health Organization (WHO) on
issues related to the development and implementation of Diagnostic
packages regarding ASD. It is critical that WHO member states are
equipped with technical guidance to establish and strengthen

rehabilitation service delivery in line with the population needs. Now
this specialized group of specialists is working on sexuality issues in ASD
looking into prevalence, identification, early diagnose, prevention,
intervention programs focusing mainly on underdeveloped countries.

I participate in the Mentoring program, Transforming
Faces of IALP AND the STEP MENTORING program of
ASHA. The goal is to highlight the IALP international drive
in improving the lives of individuals everywhere, while
inspiring others in our field (and related rehabilitation
professionals) to also seek to mentor freshly minted SLPs
and experienced SLPs as well who would like to enhance
their skills. I am currently participating in a new funded
European and local program with the department of social
inclusion of the Ministry of Labor, providing services to the family
of ASD children in the home. I am one of the 3 founder and the
chairperson and trainer for the group of trainers going into the
home.

This lead me to my personal moto: “ SERVE ABOVE SELF”.
IALP, the International Association of Communication Sciences and
Disorders is an association that reflects and serves my goals and
objectives as a person and as a professional. I am a true believer and a
doer. I have a long lasting experience in founding, creating, organizing
and supporting professional organizations with the aim of promoting
quality of life, expanding international relationships and international
networking by providing quality of services and good practices, sharing
knowledge and expertise to prepare the new generation and motivate

tomorrow’s SLPs with the ultimate goal to build awareness on the
importance of good service delivery and Evidence Based Practice.(EBP)
Being an old and former member on the EC and BD boards on local
associations, on national organizations, on European organizations, I
have been one of the founders and active member for 15 years on the
EC and BD of CPLOL, now ESLA. I served for two periods on the BD of
IALP way back, when IALP was an unknown small organization, having no
real voice in international or national positions. I had the chance and the
privilege to work with excellent professionals like Helen Grench, Lilly
Cheng, Pam Enderby and now incoming president Brian Shulman. I
walked along the difficult path of growing IALP and I must say that I am
proud of its upcoming image, its growth and its prestigious position in
the world.
I believe that I do have the know-how, the will and the expertise needed
to be a valuable addition to the new EC committee AND be a great
assistance to the incoming president. As said in the beginning, I am a
clinician, I am a clinical researcher, I am a person who likes to see things
done. I believe that with a strong EC this organization has a lot of
potentials for growth. There is always room for improvement, there is
always place for more, there is always a way to go forward and continue
blooming. As this is only the beginning of a long journey, we have still a
lot to do to make this association the number one worldwide
organization that will serve all communities and all the needy. An
organization that will also provide professional development, mentoring
services, technical and ethical support to all countries all over the world.

Some points which need to be addressed more or differently to
maximize the results would be:
• Engagement with committee members
• Increase membership with quality members
• Increase awareness and the number of countries entering and
joining the association
• Make the association more global
• Reach out more to the underdeveloped countries
• Create and establish good liaison with individual members, but
also with organizations and other related stake holders
• Make sure to strengthen and stabilize the existing newly formed
committees and promote new ones so to involve more
professional members actively
• Time management and Prioritization of tasks
• Be punctual, complete tasks and always complete goals and
objectives
• Priorities well activities, tasks, events, and other things concerning
the organization
• Good data collection and efficient handling of tasks
• Frequent updates to the members, so they too can follow the flow
of the happenings.
• Involve actively as many members as much as possible keeping
open dialogues with all the member countries and individual
members.
• Improve the Online-webinar trainings and organize more
composiums over the years

I promise that if elected to be on the EC as secretary I will try to fulfill at
the outmost of my capacity this position.
Thank you very much.
Please learn more about me by watching the video below.
https://eu-lti.bbcollab.com/recording/5daa9b6c200749a3bbc3f413346bf654

