Michael Robb
President-Elect of IALP Expression of Interest
I am submitting this expression of interest for the role of President-Elect of the International
Association of Communication Sciences and Disorders (IALP). I am a certified speech-language
therapist (SLT) passionate about the professions of Logopedics, Phoniatrics and Swallowing. I
am a dual New Zealand/USA citizen. My permanent home is Christchurch, New Zealand. Listed
below is a summary of my experiences, which I believe make me uniquely suited for the role of
President-Elect.
My membership in IALP began approximately 15 years ago. During this time, I was a member of
the Motor Speech Committee and served one-term on the Board (2011-2013). I first joined the
Executive Committee in 2014, serving one term as Treasurer. I was appointed Editor-in-Chief of
Folia Phoniatrica et Logopedica in 2017 and was responsible for the management of the Main
Reports and Discussants for the Taiwan and New Zealand congresses.
My work experience includes clinical practice as an SLT in school and rehabilitation settings.
Upon obtaining a PhD, my focus shifted to SLT education, research, and administration. As an
Assistant/Associate Professor at the University of Hawaii, I gained an appreciation for the
people, culture and languages of Pasifika. I was active in the Hawaii Speech, Language and
Hearing Association and accepted the role as Foundation Director for one term. Since 2000, my
involvement in the Pacific Rim expanded to New Zealand, where I was appointed as Head of the
Department of Communication Disorders at the University of Canterbury for 7 years, and later
as the Head of the School of Health Sciences for three years. I was a member of the New
Zealand Speech Therapists’ Association (NZSTA) Board for one term serving as the director of
the Educational Standards portfolio. During my time as director of this portfolio, I contributed
to the NZSTA application for inclusion in the Mutual Recognition Agreement.
I am a past president of the Asia Pacific Society of Speech, Language and Hearing and hosted
the 7th Congress of the Society in Christchurch. I was the Editor-in-Chief of the Asia Pacific
Journal of Speech-Language and Hearing, and the Founding Editor-in-Chief of the rebranded
journal, Speech, Language and Hearing. This journal is now the primary organ of the NZSTA,
Asia Pacific Society of SL&H, as well as the Hong Kong Association of Speech Therapists.
I hold the Certificate of Clinical Competency from the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA). My service to ASHA includes training and engagement as a Site Visitor for
the Council on Academic Accreditation, election to the Speech-Language Pathology Advisory
Council (international representative) for one term, and most recently as a member of the
International Issues Board.
Scholarly invitations and awards include spending two semesters as a Professor-in-Residence in
the Department of Communication Disorders at Kuwait University. I have been a visiting
professor at the University Würzburg (Germany) and Hong Kong University on two occasions. I

am completing a 5-year term as Professor at Pennsylvania State University. I am a Fellow of
ASHA. I received a Lifetime Achievement award from IALP at the 2019 Congress, and the
Honors of the Council from the Council of Academic Programs in Communication Sciences and
Disorders in 2020.
I have maintained an active research program throughout my career with my primary interests
in the areas of early vocal development, stuttering, and voice production. Students under my
supervision have come from China, Japan, India, Malaysia, Singapore, Kuwait, Oman, Germany,
South Africa, New Zealand, Australia, Canada, and the USA. My refereed publications total 115.
My sole-authored textbook entitled, INTRO: A Guide to Communication Sciences and Disorders
is now in its third edition.

