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News update from the WHO Global Coordination Mechanism on 

NCD (WHO NCD/GCM) and the UN Task Force on NCDs 

Colleagues of the GCM Secretariat are pleased to share this edition of the "WHO Newsletter Briefing 
on Global Coordination Mechanism on NCDs (WHO NCD/GCM) and the UN Inter-agency Task Force 
on NCDs (UN Task Force)", an e-update for participants of the GCM, the Task Force and international 
partners. We hope you find the newsletter interesting and informative. Please send any feedback to 
gcmncd@who.int and/or unncdtaskforce@who.int.   
 
A new team member, Patricia Zanni, joined the GCM/NCD team on 1 May after working at several 
UN organizations in Geneva. In addition to her administrative experience, Patricia is also a  certified 
French language teacher which will help us expand our interactions with partners.  Patricia will be 
involved in upcoming meetings such as the second meeting of the Working Group on private sector 
engagement on 17-18 June 2015. 
 
The call for participation with the GCM/NCD is ongoing, read more about the pre-registration 
process here. To date, we have received 161 applications. As part of ongoing WHO reform, and at 
the request of Member States, the WHO Secretariat is strengthening the management of its 
engagement with non-State actors in relation to due diligence, risk assessment and management 
and increased transparency.  One measure to increase transparency in WHO’s relations with non-
State actors is the creation of a WHO Register of non-State actors, a web-based electronic tool open 
to the public. Over the coming months, all non-State actors in relations with WHO, not only for those 
who are prospective participants in the WHO GCM/NCD, will be required to provide information on 
their entity in the Register and WHO will describe its engagement with each entity.   
 
Participants of the GCM/NCD will be sent regular WHO GCM/NCD newsletters and will be invited to 
participate in dialogues, webinars and other activities, as appropriate. The Participants will meet 
face-to-face in 2017 at a general meeting of the WHO NCD/GCM, in order to facilitate and enhance 
coordination of activities, multistakeholder engagement and action across sectors at all levels, as 
well as to promote the WHO Global NCD Action Plan 2013–2020 and assess progress made so far by 
the WHO GCM/NCD.  
 
To date, 15 entities have been approved as GCM/NCD participants. We are in the process of formally 
informing these NGOs and are continuing to review entities that pre-registered on the WHO 
GCM/NCD website.  
 

United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of 
(UNIATF)  
 
The “Report of WHO/DG on the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of 
NCDs”, submitted pursuant to Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) resolution E/2014/10, is now 
available as document E/2015/53 here. Other relevant ECOSOC documents can be found here.  
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It is understood that this report will be considered by Member States in New York on 9 June 2015 
under the ECOSOC agenda item entitled “Coordination, programme and other questions”, sub-item 
“Prevention and control of NCDs”. This report is part of the broader accountability framework on 
NCDs to the World Health Assembly, United Nations General Assembly and ECOSOC as per Annex 2 
of the Follow-up to the 2014 high-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly to 
undertake a comprehensive review and assessment of the progress achieved in the prevention and 
control of noncommunicable diseases report by the Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan, at the 68th 
World Health Assembly. 
 

Meetings and events 
 
Working group on how to realize governments’ commitments to provide financing for the control 
and prevention of NCDs (Working Group 5.1) 
 
The second meeting of the Working Group on financing was held at WHO in Geneva from 6 to 7 May 
2015.   
 
The previous co-chair for the Working Group, Dr Anders Nordström, was appointed as the WHO 
Representative to Sierra Leone in April 2015, therefore, new co-chair representing developed 
country was appointed by the Director-General in consultation with Member States. The new co-
chairs is:  

 Mr Colin McIff, Health Attache, United States of America Mission to the United Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

A briefing on the Working Group discussions was held for Member States on 8 May 2015. The 
presentation for the briefing will be posted here.   
 
New information on this meeting will be posted on the Working Groups page of the GCM/NCD 
website. 
 
 
Dialogue on NCDs and development cooperation 
 
The Dialogue on NCDs and development cooperation was held from 20 to 21 April 2015. The 
Dialogue was held by the WHO GCM/NCD pursuant to Objective 1 action 1.1 in its work plan 2014-
2015, and focused on how to encourage the continued inclusion of NCDs in development 
corporation agendas and initiatives, internationally agreed development goals, economic 
development policies, sustainable development frameworks and poverty reduction strategies. 
 
The WHO Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan’s opening remarks of the High Level Segment on 21 
April can be found here. The meeting report on the outcome of the Dialogue is being finalized and 
will be published in early June on the WHO GCM/NCD website here.  
 
The Dialogue continues – Call for comments to Dialogue meeting report (June-August) 
Once the meeting report is published, an open call for comments on the report will be made on the 
WHO GCM/NCD website. The call for comments will run until 31 August 2015 and enable 
stakeholders to continue the Dialogue virtually beyond the 20-21 April 2015 event.  Comments 
should be submitted by email to gcmncd@who.int. 
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Help us improve the knowledge base on NCD, Poverty & Development – Call for content for GCM 
website 
 
An open call will soon be made on the GCM website for new content that can strengthen the 
knowledge base on NCD poverty and development (http://who.int/global-coordination-
mechanism/poverty-development/en/) .  This is an opportunity for interested parties to propose 
material to be reflected on the GCM/NCD web page on NCDs, poverty and development. The GCM 
especially welcomes concrete cases and country examples that demonstrate how NCD prevention 
and control 

a) have been incorporated into poverty reduction or development initiatives, and/or how this 
could be promoted;  

b) have benefited from international cooperation in the framework of South South, North 
South or Triangular cooperation, and/or how this could be promoted. 

 
Proposed content should be submitted by email to gcmncd@who.int. 
 
Next Dialogue convened by the GCM (30 Nov-1 Dec 2015) 
 
The next Dialogue of the WHO Global Coordination Mechanism on NCDs will take place on 30 
November and 1 December 2015 in Geneva and focus on how to strengthen international 
cooperation on the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases within the framework of 
North-South, South South and triangular cooperation. More details to follow in the coming 
newsletters. 
 
Sixty-eighth WHO World Health Assembly, 18-26 May 2015 
 
NCD items on the 68th World Health Assembly agenda included NVI-related agenda items on: 
 

1. Follow up to the 2014 high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly to undertake a 
comprehensive review assessment of progress achieved in the prevention and control of 
NCDs 

2. Report back on World Health Assembly resolution WHA48.9 on "Prevention of hearing 
impairment" 

 
There were two technical briefings: Cancer prevention and control and Progress on global and 
national responses to NCDs. There will also be side events on childhood cancer, diabetes, disability, 
hearing care, road safety, violence prevention, surgical care, palliative care, and essential NCD 
medicines and technologies.  
 

Publications and Resources 
 
Meeting documents from the Dialogue on NCDs and development can be found here. 
 
The Co-Chairs’ report for the  Working Group on how to realize governments’ commitments to 
engage with the private sector for the prevention and control of NCDs (Working Group 3.1) can be 
found here. 
 
The Co-Chairs’ report for the  Working group on how to realize governments’ commitments to 
provide financing for the control and prevention of NCDs (Working Group 5.1) can be found here. 
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Upcoming meetings and events 
 
– 17-18 June: The second meeting of the Working Group on private sector engagement 
– 21-22 September: The third meeting of the Working Group on private sector engagement 
– 23-24 September: The third meeting of the Working Group to provide financing for NCDs 
– 30 November – 1 December : Dialogue on how to strengthen North-South, South-South and 

triangular cooperation on NCDs 
 

 

Important Links 
 

 WHO GCM/NCD http://www.who.int/nmh/ncd-coordination-mechanism/ 

 NCD Homepage: http://www.who.int/nmh/ 

 NCD Tools: http://www.who.int/nmh/ncd-tools/ 

 UNIATF: http://www.who.int/nmh/ncd-task-force/ 
 

The WHO GCM/NCD can be contacted at gcmncd@who.int.  
The UNIATF can be contacted at unncdtaskforce@who.int. 

 

Vacancies 
 
No vacancies for this month.  
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